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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Commissioner for Patent 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Applicants elect with traverse Invention I, claims 1-13 and 26. With respect to the 
species election, applicants elect claims 1, 2, 4-13 and 26 of Invention 1. Applicants traverse-in- 
part the restriction requirement for the following reasons. 

The Examiner states thjit inventions T and II are unrelated. Invention II (claim 17) is 
drawn to a method of forming an optical waveguide assembly and Invention I (claim ] ) is drawn 
to a method of forming an assembly of optical components that includes a waveguide, I'hus, 
applicants submit that the inventions arc not unrelated. Although claims 1 and 17 do not include 
identical steps^ applicant submits that claims do not have to include identical steps to be related. 
If identical steps were required, dependent claims would be unrelated to their parents. 

Regarding Inventions I/II and IV, claim 14 is a product-by-process claim dependent on 
claim 1 . The Examiner states that claim 14 can be made a difl^ereni process, such as injection 
molding. Claim 1 recites positioning components in a mold and applying a formable material 
into the mold to form a waveguide between the first and second components. ITie mediod of 
claim 1 does not exclude the use of injection molding in applying the formable maieriaL This, 
injection molding is not another and materially different process. 



I hereby certify rhac this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office on May 17, 2004. . 
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Two requirements are necessary for a proper restriction requirement: (1 ) the inventions 
must be independent or distinct; and (2) there must be a serious burden on the Examiner. MPEP 
803. Applicants submit ihat the inventions and species, even if they were technically 
independent or distinct, arc closely related, and the burden placed on the Examiner does not 
justify an eight- way restriction. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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